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Introduction 
 Education has proved to be one of 
the most potent instruments for social 
reconstruction. It is a crucial instrument for 
the development of both the individual and 
the nation. In the typical traditional setting, 
emphasis has been heavily placed on the 
role of gender in education of children. For 
example, boys are given education that 
would make them play the role of fathers 
and family breadwinners in future, while 
girls are trained to become mothers and 
good house keepers in future. In times 
past, women’s role in society was basically 
domestic. She was expected to be a good 
house wife and mother; a passive sexual 
object to be seen and not heard. 
 In fact, in some circles, she was 
considered of low intelligence, incapable 
of making sound and rational decisions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This traditional view of the women 
affected her self-concept and esteem. The 
introduction of  western type of education 
has not erased this traditional perception of 
the woman. In fact, societal beliefs and 
practices have prevented a whole lot of 
women access to education and from 
reaping the benefits there in. Most times 
the female child sacrifices her chance to 
education to her male siblings. Even where 
attempts are made to send her to school her 
education is prematurely terminated and 
she is forced into marriage. The result and 
effects is the creation of untrained women 
with no vital skills to put into productive 
use. This is inspite that woman is endowed 
with innate abilities and potentialities. 
Thus, most live in abject poverty, 
ignorance and disease. But the woman has 
a full-contributions towards societal 
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development. Hopefully, this ugly socio-
cultural trend was meant to be checked by 
the National Policy on Education. The 
third edition of the National Policy on 
Education (1998) stipulates equal 
educational opportunities to every Nigerian 
child irrespective of the tribe , sex, religion 
e.t.c. 
 Regrettably, this objectives is yet 
to be fully realized irrespective of the 
significant progress in favour of the 
women and women education in Nigeria. 
 This paper discusses the need to 
reform and promote women education for 
national development. 
 
Women Education in Nigeria 
  Education is the never ending 
process of acquiring knowledge, skills, 
habits, attitude, sentiments and values 
which will enable those who acquire them 
to be able to deal with their day-to-day 
problems in their various societies (Ijeoma, 
1992). This embraces all conscious efforts 
that can be brought under rule and 
deliberately arranged with the aim of 
securing some desired result. Therefore 
whatever helps to make individuals what 
they are and prevent them from being what 
they are not supposed to be is education. 
 Hence education and in fact 
women education involves self-realization 
including self awareness and the constant 
changing of the environment in order to 
create the type of surroundings that people 
need for their survival. Therefore 
education equips and enables an individual 
to function effectively in any environment 
he or she finds him or herself. Everybody, 
male or female, young or old, physically fit 

or handicapped, all need education for 
optimum survival in society (Ukwungwu, 
2005). 
 Women education generally and 
Nigeria in particular has suffered neglect 
for some time now. In the typical 
traditional setting in Nigeria, the role of 
gender education of children is heavily 
emphasize. For instance the boys are given 
qualitative education that could enable 
them be breadwinner of the family unlike 
the girls whose place lies at home to be a 
good mother.  
 Different societies have different 
means through which young ones are 
educated for their survival children are 
educated along areas of comparative 
advantages. For example people with 
plenty of palm trees train their children in 
wine tapping, rearing domestic animals, 
trading, pottery etc, people in the riverine 
areas train their children in fishing. Also 
children are trained to fill and fit the 
concept of gender. Any deviation from the 
gender role normally attracts 
condemnation and rejection by the society. 
To Udengwu (2002), this state of 
consciousness has been instilled in the 
minds, stamped with indelible ink in the 
psyche through so many social bias is 
greatest in families with low parental 
education, she is of the opinion that 
poverty and gender inequality are self-
perpetuating. 
 The third edition of the National 
Policy on Education (1998) emphasized 
the need for equality of educational 
opportunities to all Nigerians irrespective 
of any real or imagined disabilities, each 
according to his or her ability. Nigerian’s 
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philosophy of education is therefore based 
on the provision of equal access to 
educational opportunities for all citizens at 
the primary, secondary and tertiary levels 
both inside and outside the formal school 
system. This is a step in the right direction 
for women education where every 
Nigerian male or female has the right for 
qualitative education. 
 
Some Realities About Women 
 Morgan (1996) opined that 
although there had been dramatic changes 
geo-politically, scientifically and 
technologically since the 1980s, the 
conditions of women remain virtually the 
same and in some regions of the world has 
worsened. Morgan (1996), Suara (1998), 
Osuman (1997), Emenuo (1999) presented 
the following facts about women 
especially in developing countries. 

- Female human beings comprise 
over 2/3rds of the world’s illiterate. 
In Sub-Sahara Africa 64% of 
women are illiterates. 

- 90% of African countries have low 
female enrolment figures at all 
level of education. 

- About 18% of the female 
population aged 15-19 years give 
birth in Africa as against 8% in 
Latin American, 5% North 
America and 3% in Asia and 
Europe. 

- Women receive only one tenth of 
the world’s income and own less 
than 1% of all property 80% -90% 
of the world poor are women. 

- Women from the majority of the 
world’s labour force unemployed 

and underemployed. Most of their 
work is either not paid for or less 
paid. 

- Women and their children 
constitute 80% of all refugees in 
the world. 

- Only 10% of the people who hold 
top positions of power in all 
private and public institutions are 
women. 

- Women have little access to credit 
and funding and suffer 
disproportionately from state and 
domestic violence. 

- Women lack basic human rights of 
full reproductive freedom and 
sexual choice resulting tin 
disabling diseases and injuries. 

These factors are pathetic especially 
when one considers that fact that women 
constitute half of the world’s population 
and contribute significantly to the 
economic well being of the human race. 
The World Bank report (1996) noted that 
women produce about 70-80% of food 
grown and eaten in virtually all developing 
countries (Olobuo 2005). 
 
Constraints to Women Education in 
Nigeria 
 The philosophy of education 
Nigeria is based on the integration of the 
individual into a sound and effective 
citizen and equal opportunity for all 
citizens of the nation at the primary, 
secondary and tertiary levels both within 
and outside the school system. 
Specifically, the goals of women education 
include: 
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i) Provision of functional education for 
girls and women through skills such as 
sewing, cooking, typing, knitting, tie 
and dye; 

ii) Creating awareness of all citizens to 
the fact that equal opportunities exist 
irrespective of age, gender, locality, 
creed or special states; 

iii) Provision of functional education for 
girls and women in the filed of science 
and technology; 

iv) Provision of more educational 
opportunities for girls from primary to 
tertiary level (Ololobou 2005 p 69). 

A closed examination of these 
goals portrays the need for special 
attention to the education of women. 

Enemuo (1999) is of the opinion 
that gender bias against women socio-
culturally, economically and politically 
have prevented the empowerment of 
women to enable them contribute 
effectively towards nation development.. 

For the purpose of this paper we 
would discuss briefly some of the factors 
affecting women education in Nigeria: 
 
i. School Factors: 
 Educational institutions have been 
known to provide situation for gender 
disparity between male and female 
students. One of the ways through which 
gender as stereotype in reinforced in 
schools according to Obura (1991) is 
through curriculum materials correctly 
mould the consciousness of students to 
identify with a particular sex.  Erinosho 
(1994) opinion textbooks and other 
curriculum materials reflect gender 
prejudice. They incorporate values and 

assumptions which down grade and 
devalue women’s experience. They also 
demean women by patronizing languages 
etc.  
ii. Socio-Cultural Factors 
 Certain roles are designed along 
gender line such that children are trained 
from infancy to assume roles expected of 
them, women education has emphasized 
household activities like child rearing, food 
preparation, clothing and household work. 
Thus a woman is passive subjective and 
remains under a man and is unable to 
exercise her rights and capabilities. 
 There is this negative belief by 
some men that the more educated a woman 
is, the less useful she would be at home 
hence some men feels reluctant getting 
married to highly educated women, such 
men are of the opinion that highly 
educated women would not be submissive 
to her husband at home. Because of these 
educated women are not easily married in 
some areas and in order not to remain 
unmarried, they might prefer marriage to 
education. This wrong idea should be 
discouraged since education makes a 
person to function more effectively. 
 
iii. Religious Factors 
 Religious teaching generally in 
Nigeria especially both Christianity and 
Islam emphasized teaching that encourage 
women to be taught more on areas that 
make them good mother and wives and to 
be submissive to their husbands. In Islamic 
religion, there is extreme case of purdah 
system where women care secluded and 
the opportunity of giving them formal 
education becomes very difficult. This 
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condition does not encourage basic 
education especially women education. 
 
iv. Economic Exploitation and 

Impoverishment 
 According to Enemuo (1999) the 
contribution of women to the economy are 
unrecognized and unrewarded. They are 
not paid for house-work, family labour and 
their role in the formal economic sector. In 
addition women undertake about ¾ of all 
agricultural work and traditionally 
requirement to produce food crops as 
against economic cash crops which will 
ensure their empowerment. Also there is a 
concentration of women in low paying jobs 
and stereo-typing of certain jobs as suitable 
for women. He result is low enrolment in 
science related course (Okafor, 1999). 
 
v. Discriminatory Laws and 

Customs 
 As  regards discriminatory laws 
and customs, most African societies accord 
women low esteem and consider them 
inferior to men. There exists a wide 
preference for male children with the 
attendant consequence of preparing to send 
him to school because they are seen as 
future breadwinners and promoters of the 
family name. Thus the girls is given out 
early in marriage thereby aborting her 
access to education (Ololobou, 2005) in 
(Enemuo, 1999 and Aderemi, 1999). 
 Explaining further, Enemuo (1999) 
opined that given that most women have 
been denied good education that most 
women have been denied good education 
that they command very limited economic 
resources a prevailing cultural norms, it is 

not surprising that they are grossly under 
represented in public life and decision 
making positions in modern states. 
 
Way Forward 
 In order to favour women 
education and close the gender gaps in 
education of Nigerian children, people 
have been responding to government 
deliberate policies of preferential treatment 
of female in schools. 
 To really get women education 
improved the following points are 
recommended: 
1. Community based women cooperative 

societies should be established in local 
government areas to help women 
towards productive economic ventures. 
All mass media presentation that 
portrays women in unserious 
circumstances or as objects of 
entertainment or simply for admiration 
should cease. 

2. All families should consider girl-child 
education as a matter of priority. 
Women who are adults and missed 
formal education should take 
advantage of the literacy programmes 
being mounted by government. 

3. Government should take to the grass 
roots all programmes aimed at 
enhancing economic empowerment of 
women and or families.  

4. There should be a re-launch of the 
national awareness campaign to fully 
mobilize the people the nation to 
support women education. 

5. Women must work hard to emancipate 
themselves and society. This means 
not being involved in crimes, body 
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exposing competitions or unnecessary  
advertisement that damages the general 
female image and personality. 

6. Government (through the Houses of 
Assembly) should legislate on girl-
child and women education against 
early marriage and put-up stiff 
penalties for people who dare flout the 
law. 

7. There should be well established 
guidance and counseling services in 
schools to help career choices. 

8. Finally, homes, economics, home 
management and courses allied to 
these should be incorporated into the 
secondary curriculum and made 
compulsory for girls but sponsored by 
government. 

 
Conclusion 
 Considering the multifarious suites 
women perform in the home and society, 
the benefits of their education cannot be 
over-emphasized. Particularly, education 
can assist the women to over come family 
economic dependence and manage well the 
family’s resources. Education can also 
transform the women in the home to be a 
better house maker. 
 This situation although a welcome 
development prose a big threat to the 
society because this will bring 
disequilibrium in the family as well as in 
the society in the family as well as in the 
society. Therefore the government well-
meaning individuals and other organization 
should check this trend of imbalance in the 
education of citizens in order to raise a 
viral society where equal opportunities are 
made available to all as enshrined in the 

National Policy on Education and our 
constitution. 
 Women education is a potent tool 
for re-directing and re-focusing the 
national economy for sustainability, now is 
the time to match policy statements and 
programmes concerning women education 
with action. 
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